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GENERAL INFORMATION
1973 LOTUS CLINIC ANNUAL

FOR THOSE MEMBERS NEEDING DY~PEN OR MAGNA—FLUX INSPECTION OF CRANKSHAFTS,
ENGINE RODS, ETC. YOU MIGHT TRY CERTIFIED AIRCRAFT PROCESSING LAB, INC,
1013 W. HILLCREST BLvD, INGLEwoOD, CA 90301 pHone (213) 776-5689. THEY
DO A GOOD JOB AND ARE VERY REASONABLE (CRANKSHAFT $5.00/EACH, CAM SHAFT
$2.00/eacH, ROD 35¢/eacH, PIsTON 45¢/EACH, AND ETC).

TWIN-CAM POINT CONTACT SETS-—ALTHOUGH SEVERAL TYPES OF POINT SETS WILL
WORK WELL IN THE TwiN—-CAM's LucAas 23D DISTRIBUTOR SUCH AS THE LucAs CS1
(PART No. 54419946) AND THE NIEHOFF WA-5, THE RECOMMENDED SET 1S THE
Lucas No. 54413568. THIS ITEM HAS A STRONGER SPRING WHICH WILL MOVE THE
ONSET OF POINTS BOUNCE TO A HIGHER RPM.

ONE OF THE JOYS IN THE OPERATION OF ANY VEHICLE 1S POSITIVE ACTING CON-
TROLS. MODIFICATION, MAINTENANCE, AND ADJUSTMENT CAN ASSURE THAT YOUR
LoTus RESPONDS TO YOUR COMMAND. THE RUBBER PADS ON BRAKE AND CLUTCH
PEDALS CAN CAUSE YOUR FOOT TO SLIP OFF IF YOUR RUBBER SOLED SHOES ARE
WET. REPLACE THEM WITH ADHESIVE—BACKED CARBORUNDUM—FACED NON—SKID TAPE.
THIS 1S MADE BY COMPANIES- SUCH AS 3-M, AND IS SOLD IN MOST HARDWARE
STORES. SMOOTH THROTTLE CABLE OPERATION CAN BE ASSURED IF THE GREASE
LUBRICANT IS REPLACED BY DRI SLIDE LUBRICANT. THIS IS A MOLYBDENUM DI—-
SULFIDE COMPOUND IN WHICH THE LIQUID CARRIER EVAPORATED, LEAVING A DRY

FILM ON THE CABLE.

ELITE OWNERS WHO ARE LOOKING FOR THE LARGE RUBBER BODY PLUG, WHICH FITS
JUST BACK OF THE HEADLIGHTS, CAN REPLACE IT WITH AN IDENTICAL PART THAT
FITS IN THE FRONT LUGGAGE COMPARTMENT OF THE EUROPA. THANKS TO0 RAY
Bi1SORDI, WE HAVE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THAT ELITE BODY GROMMET. BE-
SIDES FITTING A EUROPA AND ELITE, THIS "USEFULY™ ITEM ALSO IS FOUND ON
ELANS. ON ELANS IT 1S CALLED A "FONT U-JOINT ACCESS GROMMET" (FOUND ON
THE SIDE OF THE TUNNEL, UNDER THE CARPETING) AND ON EUROPAS IT GOES UNDER
THE AL1AS "HAND BRAKE FIXING ACCESS GROMMET". THE LOTUS PART NUMBER 1S
026B03711. , - '
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I'VE FOUND THAT GETTING A GOOD SEAL AROUND THE TIMING CHEST COVER TO BE A

PROBLEM. BuT | THINK |'VE FOUND A WAY TO CURE 1T. BY USING A LITTLE RTV

ALL AROUND BOTH SURFACES, BLOCK AND TIMING CHEST. [MOUNT THE CHEST TO THE

BLOCK SO THAT THE TWO SURFACES ARE JUST TOUCHING, LET THE RTV cure (AsouT

2 HOURS), THEN TIGHTEN DOWN THE TIMING CHEST BOLTS. WHAT YOU END UP WITH

IS A RUBBER GASKET AROUND THE TIMING CHEST, AND |'VE FOUND IT TO WORK VERY
WELL. o '

ABOVE WAS MENTIONED THE USE OF RTV AS A GASKET SUBSTITUTE SEALER. HOWEVER,
INDISCRIMINATE USE OF RTV CAN PROVE TO BE VERY DISASTROUS. RTV (RooM TeEM-
PERATURE VULCANIZING) IS A RUBEER BASE SEALANT THAT CURES UPON CONTACT
WITH THE AIR. THE PROBLEM 1S THAT IT DOES NOT BREAK DOWN IH THE ENGINE
ENVIRONMENT AND THAT ITS NORMAL APPLICATION LEAVES EXCESS. T[HE PROPER
PROCEEDURE IS TO FIRST CLEAN BOTH SURFACES WITH A GOOD ORGANIC SOLVENT.,
AppLY RTV TO ONE SURFACE. IF NO GASKET 1S BEING USED, ONE SURFACE SHOULD
BE COATED WITH VASELINE. |F A GASKET IS USED, ONE SIDE OF THE GASKET
SHOULD BE AFFIXED WITH RTV. COVER SURFACE WITH ENOUGH RTV FOorR A 1/16"
COATING. LOOSELY TIGHTEN PARTS TOGETHER, ONLY TIGHT ENOUGH TO EXTRUDE
MATERIAL ALL AROUND EDGE. LET SET AT LEAST TWELVE HOURS, PREFERABLY FOR
TWENTY—-FOUR HOURS. SEPARATE PARTS AND CAREFULLY TRIM EXCESS. REASSEMBLE
AND TORQUE DOWN., . - : -

LoTus CENTRAL IN MICHIGAN WANTS 525 FOR A THROTTLE CAfLE. | FOUND IT VERY
SIMPLE TO MAKE ONE. ANY GOOD MOTORCYCLE SHOP HAS ROLLS OF CABLE THAT CAN
BE CUT TO ANY DESIRED LENGTH. GET 7 OR 8 FEET OF BOTH INNER AND OUTER

"CABLE AND AN END FITTING FOR THE ACCELERATOR PEDAL. CosT — 13.00 T

HELPS TO LOOK AT THE OLD CABLE AND CONNECTIONS BEFORE PURCHASING THE NEW.

ISSUES #13 - 24 oF THE "MNew CARS IN PROFILEY™ SERIES HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED.
OF NOTE TO COLLECTORS OF LOTUS ARTICLES 1Is #20, oN THE LoTus 72. AvaAtiL-
ABLE THROUGH CLASSIC MOTORBOOKS. 3106 W. LAKE ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN 55416.

LOCAL MEMBERS SEEKING METRIC HARDWARE MIGHT TRY CAL WESTERN SupPLY, 126 E.
GRAHAM PLACE, BURBANK, CA 91502, - pHoNE (213) 849-6711. : ,

ANYONE CONTEMPLATING ADJUSTING THE VALVES ON THEIR TWIN—CAM, MAY WANT TO
TAKE "ADVANTAGE OF THE CLUB'S TAPPET SHIMS. THEY ARE AVAILABLE ON AN EX-
CHANGE BASIS ONLY. THERE ARE THREE FAIRLY COMPLETE SETS HELD BY CLUB
MEMBERS SERVING THREE DIFFERENT AREAS. THOSE IN ORANGE COUNTY SHOULD
CONTACT RALPH GEORGE, IN THE WEsST SAN FERNANDO VALLEY, ToM DiLL, AND IN
THE EAST SAN FERNANDO VALLEY AND CENTRAL LOS ANGELES AREA, LYNN GARRISON.

ALL LOTUS OWNERS ARE STRONGLY ADVISED 70 CARRY WITH THEM A FIRE EXTING-
UISHER. |T SEEMS THAT IF A SMALL FIRE IS LEFT UNATTENDED, THE IGNITION
TEMPERATURE OF THE FIBERGLASS BODY CAN BE REACHED AND THE ENTIRE CAR
BURNS VIOLENTLY LIKE A TORCH. THEN ALL ONE CAN DO IS SIT ON THE CURSB
AND CRY.

~

VWVATERPROOF CAR COVERS ARE A DISASTER FOR PAINT AND UPHOLSTRY UNLESS THE

‘CAR IS IN A HEATED AREA...THE COVER DOES NOT BREATHE AND MOISTURE WILL

( ( LONDENSE.
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SOME CLUB MEMBERS HAVE FOUND PLEASURE IN COLLECTING SMALL METAL MODELS OF
Lotus cArs (aBouT 1/40 10 1/50 scaLeE). THEY ARE SMALL, USE LITTLE SHELF

" SPACE AND ARE MADE IN LIMITED NUMBERS SO SOON BECOME COLLECTORS ITEMS

AFTER A PRODUCTION RUN OF A YEAR OR TWO. CURRENT SUGGESTIONS TO START
YOUR COLLECTION ARE?

MATCHBOX LoTus SUPER SEVEN Mo. 60
MATCHBOX LoTtus EUROPA Mo. 5
GORG! LoTus CrLimMAs F/1 No. 158
CORG! Lotus ELan S2 (CourPE) '
CORGI JOHN PLAYER SPeEctiAL LoTus No. 154
JOHN DAY Lotus 72 No. 113
JOHN DAY LoTus 49 } No. 112
JOHN DAY JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL

- EVEN MODEL COLLECTORS MAY NOT KNOW OF THE JoHN DAY MODELS. THEY ARE

ACTUALLY KITS AND MUST BE PAINTED AND ASSEMBLED. THEY ARE A CHORE TO
BUILD AND ARE OVER PRICED AT 19.50/eAcH. PUT EARNEST COLLECTORS MAY
WANT TO OBTAIN THEM. THEY CAN BE BOUGHT FROM JACQUES GreLLEY, 100
CHiIcAGO AVE., CHicaGco, lLLINOIS 60610,

TwWO ADDITIONAL SMALL LOTUS EUROPA MODELS TO ADD TO YOUR COLLECTION ARE
DiNKY No. 218 AND CorRGI JUNIOR No. 32,

Wesco TRAcK & TIRE HAS THE NEw 70 SerRIES PIRELLI RADIALS. THE 185 x 13

ARE ABOUT 23" TALL AND ALMOST 6" WIDE AT THE TREAD. THEY LOOK VERY GOOD!
SEVERAL CLUB MEMBERS HAVE PURCHASED TIRES AT WESCO AND ARE QUITE PLEASED
WITH THEIR PRICES AND SERVICE. ’ .

DRIVING LIGHTS AND/OR Q | HEADLIGHT CONVERSIONS WITH A REMOVABLE BLUB——A
SACHET OF CALCtUM CHLORIDE OR SILICA GEL PLACED IN THE LAMP PROTECTS THE
REFLECTOR—=CALCIUM CHLORIDE HAS A GREATER ABSORPTION FACTOR BUT CANNOT
EASILY BE REUSED—-SILICA GEL "TEL—-TALE" GRADE 42 S BLUE WHEN DRY AND
TURNS PINK WHEN EXHAUSTED—--THIS CAN BE WARMED To 175°C FOR SEVERAL HOURS
AND REUSED. '"INDt1CATING DRIERITE" IS MUCH THE SAME AS SILICA GEL EXCEPT
ITS MOISTURE FACTOR 1S 1/t OF SILICA GEL——THEREFORE MUST BE REGENERATED
THAT MUCH MORE OFTEN., ‘

IF YOU HAVE A GIRLING POWER BRAKE UNIT ON YOUR LOTUS, YOU MAY NOT KNOW
WHEN THIS UNIT BEGINS TO FAIL. THESE DEVICES HAVE SEALS VERY SIMILIAR

- TO ‘A MASTER CYLINDER, AND LIKE MASTER CYLINDERS, THE SEALS LAST ABOUT

60.000 1o 90,000 MILES DEPENDING ON TYPE OF USE. HOWEVER UNL IKE THE
MASTER CYLINDER, LEAKAGE IS NOT NORMALLY VISUALLY DETECTED. THE LEAK=-
ING FLUID PASSES INTO THE VACUUM POT AND SINCE THIS AREA IS SEALED,
THERE ARE NO VISABLE SIGNS OF LEAKS. WHEN THIS HAPPENS YOU MAY NOTICE
THAT YOU CONTINUALLY 'ADD FLUID TO THE MASTER CYLINDER : T THERE ARE NO
SIGNS OF LEAKAGE IN THE SYSTEM, ALSO, IT MAY BE IMPOSSIBLE TO PROPERLY
BLEED THE SYSTEM, WITH AIR BUBBLES MYSTERIOUSLY APPEARING IN THE BRAK-—

ING SYSTEM. DISMANTLING OF THESE WORN UNITS HAS SOMETIMES REVEALED AS

'VMUGH AS A PINT OF BRAKE FLWID WHICH HAS LEAKED INTO THE VACUUM CHAMBER.,

REBUILT KITS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ABOUT $12.00 wWiITH THE PROCEDURE INVOLVED
NOT UNLIKE THAT FOR A MASTER CYLINDER. THIS 1S A CONSIDERABLE SAVINGS
9VER THE NEW UNIT PRICE OF ABouT $100.00. ALTHOUGH SOME CLUB MEMBERS

. HAVE EXPRESSED DOUBTS ABOUT THE RELIABILITY OF A REBUILT UNIT, | HAVE

ONE WHICH HAS WORKED FAITHFULLY FOR 30,000 MILES SINCE IT WAS REBUILT.,
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